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I lived in two language worlds, the world of the Bible and the world of Today. I had always
assumed they were the same world. But these people didn’t see it that way. So out of necessity I
became a “translator” (although I wouldn’t have called it that then), daily standing on the border
between two worlds, getting the language of the Bible that God uses to create and save us, heal
and bless us, judge and rule over us, into the language of Today that we use to gossip and tell
stories, give directions and do business, sing songs and talk to our children.

And all the time those old biblical languages, those powerful and vivid Hebrew and Greek
originals, kept working their way underground in my speech, giving energy and sharpness to words
and phrases, expanding the imagination of the people with whom I was working to hear the
language of the Bible in the language of Today and the language of Today in the language of the
Bible.

I did that for thirty years in one congregation. And then one day (it was April 30, 1990) I got
a letter from an editor asking me to work on a new version of the Bible along the lines of what I
had been doing as a pastor. I agreed. The next ten years was harvest time. 7he Message is the
result.

The Message is a reading Bible. It is not intended to replace the excellent study Bibles that are
available. My intent here (as it was earlier in my congregation and community) is simply to get
people reading it who don’t know that the Bible is read-able at all, at least by them, and to get
people who long ago lost interest in the Bible to read it again. But I haven’t tried to make it easy—
there is much in the Bible that is hard to understand. So at some point along the way, soon or late,
it will be important to get a standard study Bible to facilitate further study. Meanwhile, read in
order to live, praying as you read, “God, let it be with me just as you say.”
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